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ATLANTA ς REINSTATES DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

The City of Atlanta aims to raise its impact fees before FY 2021. The intent is to raise additional funds for transportation 

infrastructure projects, public safety facilities, and public parks.  

Development Impact Fee Advisory Committee  

Members will recall that the City of Atlanta reinstated Development Impact Fee Advisory Committee in August.  There 

are five committee members: Jim Brown, President of the Home Builders Association of Georgia; Kevin Green, President 

& CEO of the Midtown Alliance; Stacey McCoy, Consultant; and Malloy Peterson, Senior Vice President of Selig 

Enterprises; and Roderick Teachey, Chief Development Officer of Wingate Companies.  

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƳǇŀŎǘ CŜŜ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ όмύ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

impact fee program, (2) provide a recommendation to City Council on whether to endorse the 2020 impact fee study 

committee recommendations and (3) report on any perceived inequities in the expenditure of impact fees. The 

committee only has the authority to make a recommendation to City Council.  

2017 Impact Fee Study Recommendations  

The last impact fee study was conducted in 2017 by Duncan Associates. The 2017 impact fee study recommended 

increasing the impact fees by upwards of 300% for single-family developments, 400% for multi-family developments, 

and 200% for retail/commercial developments. Refer to the table below which provides a detailed summary of the 2017 

impact fee study recommendations.  
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Commissioned-2020 Impact Fee Study Recommendation  

The Development Impact Fee Advisory committee commissioned Duncan Associates to develop a 2020 impact fee study. 

The committee instructed the firm to make the following updates to the 2017 Impact Fee Study: (1) More precise look at 

proximity and equity-how close the collection is to the expenditure; (2) Update trip usage and land use by population; 

(3) Explore methods to expand the scope for eligible projects and (4) Expand eligibility for different modes of 

transportation.   

Timeline 

Duncan Associates is scheduled to present the final 2020 impact fee study to the Development Impact Fee Advisory 

Committee in April.  The goal is for The Development Impact Fee Advisory Committee to present their impact fee 

recommendations to City Council in April. The City Council hopes to legislative the impact fee changes in May for the 

new fee structure to be set for developing the FY 2021 budget which begins in July 1, 2020.  Please refer to the diagram 

below to view the entire Impact Fee Program timeline.  

 

 

 

Survey Deadline: February 14th  

The City is asking for the development community to submit feedback. The Council for Quality Growth staff is asking our 

members to take the City of Atlanta's  short survey: 2019 Development impact Fee Survey.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NJF7TSJ 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FNJF7TSJ&data=02%7C01%7Cjsidifall%40AtlantaGa.Gov%7C3cd594f71dbc4507bb4308d7781586e2%7C031a550af1f34b629c643ef02c7798a5%7C0%7C0%7C637109906157847981&sdata=VkjJwe4YJ%2FzIylZ3jNlLW1LsW1UFnGy8dkt5SrNm1k0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NJF7TSJ
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If you would like to submit official comments on the propose impact fee program change, please contact Council for 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ DǊƻǿǘƘΩǎ tƻƭƛŎȅ !ƴŀƭȅǎǘΣ YƛƳōŜǊƭȅ {ǘŜŜƭŜ ŀǘ ƪǎϪŎƻǳƴŎƛƭŦƻǊǉǳŀƭƛǘȅƎǊƻǿǘƘΦƻǊƎ Φ The Council for Quality Growth will 

continue to examine the implications of the proposed changes to the program. 

Impact Fee Current Balance- June 30, 2019  

¶ $118.7 million in impact fees have been collected since 1994;  

¶ $41 million of impact fees have not been spent;  

¶ $107.7 million in impact fees collected have been allocated to a project;  

¶ $77.7 million in impact fees that were allocated have been spent.  

 

 
 

Impact Fee Program Financial Summary for Last Five-Year Period 

 



  

[4] 
 

5901-C PEACHTREE DUNWOODY ROAD SUITE 500   ATLANTA, GA 30328   PHONE 770-813-3374   COUNCILFORQUALITYGROWTH.ORG 

 LOCAL GOVERNMENT POLICY PRIORITIES: May 2020 

 

ATLANTA-SOLICITING PROJECTS for CIE 2021-2025 

The City of Atlanta is soliciting projects to be included in its 2021-2025 Capital Improvement Element (CIE). The Capital 

Improvement Element is a list of system improvement projects to be financed in whole or in part by impact fees during 

the upcoming five years.  The City of Atlanta has four categories of impact fees: Transportation, Police, Fire and Parks. 

Consequently, only park, transportation and public safety improvements are eligible for consideration for the 2021-2025 

CIE Update. Projects that include operations or maintenance of existing infrastructure are not eligible. Any individual or 

organization can submit projects for consideration.  Projects that already vetted cost estimates and have a high degree 

of project deliverability will be given a higher priority.  This year the City has launched an interactive website for 

individuals to submit projects, click here. The deadline for submitting projects is March 13, 2020. Projects will be 

selected in April. The CIE must approve by the Atlanta Regional Commission, Georgia Department of Community Affairs, 

adopted by the Atlanta City Council and approved by Mayor Bottoms by law October 31st annually.   If you have any 

questions or issues submitting proposed projects, please email Council for Quality Growth Policy Analyst, Kimberly 

Steele at ks@councilforqualitygrowth.org 

To view the current CIE, (2020-2024), click here. 

ATLANTA ς ISSUES AD-HOC DESIGN CRITERIA REGULATIONS for MR-MU DISTRICTS 

The City of Atlanta recently issued out additional regulations to its Multi-Unit (MU) category to its Multifamily 

Residential (MR) zoning district. Members will recall the Atlanta City Council incorporated the MU category to its 

aǳƭǘƛŦŀƳƛƭȅ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΩǎ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ tƘŀǎŜ LL ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ aw-MU 

zoning district provision allows 4-12 units on a single parcel and reduced parking requirements. The Planning 

Department issued out the following additional design criteria for the MR-MU zoning district:  

(1) the central entry must be front facing  

(2) front doors must face and be visible from the street 

(3) Window fenestration must be along the façade of the principal structure for a minimum of 10% along the front 

façade area of the principal.  

The City recommends builders to develop 9 to 12 units in a medium-density residential (MDR) area with all units must 

be within a 300ft distance of a major arterial or collector. Also, the City recommends builders to develop 4 to 8 units in a 

low-ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ό[5wύ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀŘ ƘƻŎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜΦ ! ŦŜǿ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

have ongoing MU development projects within the City of Atlanta. If any of the new design requirements would be cost-

prohibitive to your projects, please email Council for Quality Growth Policy Analyst, Kimberly Steele 

at ks@councilforqualitygrowth.org  

To read about the initial MR-MU zoning district regulations from Zoning Ordinance Phase II update, click here. 

To read more about the additional ad-hoc design criteria regulations to the MR_MU zoning district, click here. 

 

ATLANTA ς DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  

On November 13th, Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms appointed Josh Rowan as the inaugural Commissioner of the Atlanta 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ άƻƴŜ-stop-ǎƘƻǇέ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ: 

Public Works, Planning, and Renew Atlanta. The consolidated agency was established in June to accelerate the delivery 

https://dpwatl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/CrowdsourceReporter/index.html?appid=3d27e85a11f04f95a3005a128b706f83
https://aimewebapp.blob.core.windows.net/finalactions/19o1491.pdf
mailto:ks@councilforqualitygrowth.org 
https://www.atlantaga.gov/home/showdocument?id=39209
http://www.councilforqualitygrowth.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2019.12.4-City-Handout-on-MR-MU-zoning.pdf
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of projects to build a more connected and equitable transportation system. Josh Rowan is currently the General 

Manager for the City of AǘƭŀƴǘŀΩǎ wŜƴŜǿ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ¢{t[h{¢ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 

and infrastructure projects throughout the metro Atlanta region. 

Also, the City of Atlanta released its Strategic Transportation Plan, outlining 27 benchmark goals to be completed by the 

new agency by 2022. A few of the key goals include: 

¶ !ŘƻǇǘ ŀ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ½ŜǊƻ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ 
o The City aims to have 100% traffic fatality reduction by 2022. 

¶ The City aims to resurface 200 lane miles by 2022. 
¶ The City will propose a stormwater utility fee to support ongoing maintenance needs by 2022. 
¶ Reduce Damage to Sidewalks and Crosswalks During Private Construction and Maintenance. 

o The City will review and update city code granting sidewalk and crosswalk installation waivers for 
developers by end of 2020. 

o The ATL DOT will establish a formal utility permitting coordination procedure to reduce impacts on 
sidewalk network. 

¶ Adopt a new micromobility regulatory framework to improve safety and operations by the end of 2020. 
¶ Enact Legislation to reduce parking in Atlanta. 

o City Council will enact an ordinance to reduce parking minimums and enact legislation to incentive the 
development of shared parking facilities by 2020. 

¶ Launch Citywide Transportation Demand Management program 
¶ Work with MARTA and the ATL Authority Board to evaluate fare integration opportunities for the region. 
¶ Work with CID partners to develop freight & curbside management strategies. 
¶ Adopt legislation to allow for collecting streetlight fees by 2022. 
¶ Create a Long-term Bridge Maintenance and Replacement Plan 

o The City has set a goal to replace 3 bridges in poor condition by 2022. 
o The City will develop a 20-year plan on the state of good repair of bridges by end of 2020. 

The Council for Quality GroǿǘƘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ-class multimodal 

transportation system in the metro Atlanta region. 

ATLANTA ς REWRITE OF THE TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE   

Listed below is the 2019 CFQG Analysis of the 2019 proposed Tree Protection Ordinance Rewrite Outline concepts. 

Council for Quality Growth staff will provide an analysis of the first draft of the tree protection ordinance rewrite draft 

once it is published in March. 

Background  

The rewrite of the Tree Protection Ordinance is a result of the City of Atlanta's ecological study called the Urban Ecology 
Framework (UEF). The UEF is a comprehensive nature strategy to improve and accentuate Atlanta's ecological character. 
The key goal is to reach 50% tree canopy through strategic replanting and protection of high-value trees. The last official 
tree canopy analysis measured the city at 47.1% tree canopy in 2014. According to city officials, the canopy coverage 
ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ Φт҈ ƛƴ нлмуΦ !ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ тр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩs current tree canopy is in single-family residential areas.  
 
Operationalizing the Goal of Reaching 50% Tree Canopy 
¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ό¢thύ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ όмύ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ ƘƛƎƘ-value trees as possible, (2) 
protect a percentage of trees/tree value and (3) set minimum tree density standards by preservation or replanting.  
DƛǾŜƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǘǊŜŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ 
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must be properly designed to accommodate for ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ 
population growth. Under the current proposal, the Planning 
department would divide the city into protection zone categories: 
Conservation areas and Growth areas.  The designated conservation 
areas of the city would be the urban, suburban and rural areas (i.e., 
Westend, West of I-20 and I-85 Corridor between Midtown and Druid 
Hills). The designated growth areas of the city would be the core, 
clusters and corridors areas (Downtown/Midtown Atlanta).  
 
To achieve the 50% tree canopy goal, the Planning Department is 
proposing a 3.7% average increase in tree canopy through the entire 
city. Specifically, the city is proposing a 4% increase in tree canopy in the 
designated Growth areas and a 5% increase in the designated 
Conservation areas. This would equate to planting approximately 3,600 
new acres of trees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Existing & Proposed Tree Canopy Coverage 

 2014 
Coverage 

GOAL Change Needed 

Core 11% 15% +4% 

Clusters 26% 35% +9% 

Corridors 27% 30% +3% 

Production 
Areas 

27% 27% 0% 

Urban 50% 55% +5% 


